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Five Seasons at Heshbon-4

The Impact
of Heshbon
The results of the Heshbon dig
go far beyond an accumulation of
information about the ancient past.

By LAWRENCE T. GERATY
READERS OF THE FIRST THREE ARTICLES in
this series on Heshbon are aware that Andrews University launched the denomination's first archeological excavation in the Middle East nearly ten years ago under
the supervision of Dr. Siegfried Horn.
In five seasons since that beginning the expedition has
spent nearly a year of time in the field, moved 2,500 tons
of dirt and rock with tools no larger than a pick and hoe,
collected one-half million potsherds, one-quarter million
bone fragments, 3,000 objects (most of which are now in
our campus archeological museum), and analyzed what
remains of a Biblical town that lasted for 2,700 years.
In this final article it is our purpose to tell about the
nearly 300 staff members—about one third of them Seventh-day Adventist teachers, students, ministers, and
laymen—who participated, and the impact this group has
had on the country of Jordan and the region of Heshbon.

drews University, and there were many opportunities to
share our faith with persons on all strata of Jordanian
society.
News of our excavation traveled far and wide by radio,
TV, and newspaper reports—and even a full-length TV
documentary seen in Israel, as well as in Jordan. As a
result, many of us were invited to speak or lecture in
schools, service clubs, and at cultural events.
Some of us were invited to preach at local Christian
congregations and were invited to private homes, resulting in numerous opportunities for witnessing to people
from around the world. Of course, we participated fully
in the life of our own Seventh-day Adventist church and
school, revitalizing it at a time they were without a
pastor. Many of our non-Adventist staff members—both
Arab and foreign—attended church with us, and relationships that still continue were established.
On the excavation mound and in the village, too,
through the years we had informal opportunities to discuss our philosophy of life with the villagers. Many staff
members were invited to stay overnight or to have meals
with workmen's families.
Though some Arabic Bibles and other literature were
distributed by staff members, we learned through experience that this overt activity can be easily misunderstood. The Muslim Brotherhood tried to block our return
to the area last summer, but by this time we had too many
friends for that tactic to succeed.
Several baptisms can be traced directly to the influence of the dig, and especially the influence of one quiet
Christian staff member. And of course it is impossible to

The Impact on Jordan
First, then, what impact has the dig had in Jordan?
Since Jordan is a small country and our excavation was
the largest ever conducted there, the impact probably has
been proportionate.
We had hundreds of visitors, including distinguished
individuals: the king and queen of Jordan—who brought
as royal guests the former king and queen of Greece—the
crown prince and princess and other members of the
royal family, Jordan's elder statesman and former prime
minister, current ministers and government officials—
both of the kingdom and province—professors and students from the University of Jordan, diplomats from the
United Nations, foreign ambassadors and their staffs,
members of the professional and business communities,
army and air force personnel, and local inhabitants of
surrounding villages.
Many of the organizations and institutions represented
by these visitors held receptions for the Heshbon staff.
They knew we were Seventh-day Adventists from AnLawrence T. Geraty, Ph.D., is associate professor of Old
Testament at Andrews University Theological Seminary,
Berrien Springs, Michigan.
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Left and bottom right: The dig at Heshbon has brought the work of Seventh-day Adventists to the attention of hundreds of Jordanians, and it
has provided many opportunities for Adventists to work and to witness

estimate the influence for good that continues to grow in
concentric circles from the seed that has been planted!
What impact has the country had on the staff? One of
the reasons for the great gospel commission is that in
working for others we ourselves come to an experiential
knowledge of salvation. At least a reciprocal blessing is
involved.
One Adventist pastor said, "I'll remember it [the dig
and the experiences connected with it] as the most significant segment of my formal education."
An Adventist minister's wife wrote of a new outlook:
"The impact of the dig reaches far beyond sherds and
tags and rice. It affects the way one views history,
culture, and personality. This new outlook . . . will
continue to have a lasting impact."
An Adventist conference administrator considered his
witness: "An aspect of camp life that I found interesting
was the interplay between members of more than a dozen
different religious persuasions. It would seem to be no
small achievement that we all got along all summer with
no more friction than did develop. There is a witnessing
aspect to be considered here. I will not soon forget a long
conversation with a new minister and his wife, of another
denomination, who had known only one Seventh-day
Adventist previously. Their impression was typical—a
legalistic, vegetarian Sabbathkeeper. After a mutually
enjoyed two-hour discussion of salvation by grace
through faith alone and related topics, I believe their
understanding of Adventist theology is considerably
changed."
From an Adventist academy principal: "As a result of

among scholars and students of other denominations. Top right: During
the last dig, conducted by Andrews University in the summer of 1976,
the staff comprised 100 specialists and volunteers from ten countries.

dwelling in the Holy Land for some seven weeks, my
faith in the history of the Bible and the whole Biblical
record gained a firmer foundation."
One Adventist nurse said, "[My experiences at Heshbon] opened up some phrases in the Bible I had not been
able to understand before."
One of our non-Adventist college students wrote of his
appreciation for the past: "I have come away with an
appreciation and respect for the past that cannot be
learned from a textbook. To see the artifacts and architecture that various periods of history have produced is
to begin to understand the human beings who lived in
those periods. I gained respect for the skills of men who
could engineer and execute complex water systems,
build lasting walls, and create temples to symbolize their
beliefs—all in a land where survival against the elements
is an everyday concern. I came to understand that the
hopes and fears of today have been echoed for many
generations and that the destruction of one society is
often the foundation of another—not always better, but
always stronger. The textbooks can tell you these things,
but they cannot let you touch them."
With staff reactions like that, sponsors cannot be persuaded that Heshbon has not played a role in mission!
The Ecumenical Impact
Finally, what impact did Adventists have within the
ecumenical and international staff, where at least twenty
different denominations were represented? There have
been such tangible results as the revision of a well-known
book on the cults to exclude Adventists when the author
learned that we are Christians too! But I suppose the
continuing friendships that have been developed are the
most significant result in terms of mission at Heshbon.
To illustrate, let me quote from the application for a
staff position from a non-Adventist applicant who now
continues to meet with her new Adventist friends: "[My
final reason for wanting to go to Heshbon] has to do with
my personal love-hate relationship with God. On the
application I put down Christian as my religion. That is
not entirely true. If you want to consider religion as a
way of life and a code of behavior, then I'm a Christian.
I've never found anyone who had a better idea about how
to get along as fellow travelers here on 'Spaceship Earth'
than Jesus. I respect Him and love Him, and I believe He
said and did the things He claims.
"In terms of religion as a relationship with other
people, I'm trying to be a Christian. But as for religion as
a relationship with God, I'm not so sure. I don't know
whether I believe in God, and if He does exist He's got a
lot to answer for in this crummy world. Yet it seems to
me that finding God is the essential adventure in life.
Everything relates back to that. I realize that one can
encounter God anywhere, even in exotic . . . Berrien
Springs, but each of us has to work out his destiny on his
own weird terms.
"Some of us have to take some pretty circuitous routes
to find what we probably could have discovered in our
own back yard. I'm afraid I'm one of the circuitous
people. I suspect that I might have some experience of
God in those open, barren, Biblical spaces. This isn't
rational, it's just intuition. But I trust intuition. Our souls
turn instinctively toward what they need, the way plants
turn toward the light. Maybe I'll be disappointed, and no
REVIEW, JULY 21, 1977
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`voice out of the whirlwind' will speak to me, in Jordan
or anywhere else. Maybe I won't get a glimpse of God
`through a glass darkly,' . . . but one has to try what one
feels is the way at the moment."
Did she find God in Jordan? Yes, she told me later—
but it wasn't because of Jordan. It was because of her
contact with the Heshbon staff.
The following written testimonies all come from nonAdventist staff members associated with Heshbon:
A seminarian said, "The summer yielded gains in
many areas, but the most lasting and probably the most
beneficial were the lasting friends I acquired."
A missionary noted the Adventists' love: "It was
beautiful to watch so many people work so hard for such

NThenYou'reYoung

By MIRIAM WOOD

Queen Elizabeth
"QUEEN FOR OUR
DAY" was the banner
headline on the cover of
Newsweek magazine (June
13, 1977). When first I
glanced at these words, I
couldn't really bring them
into any logical focus. Isn't
this the age of flamboyance?
the age of rebellion? the age
of immorality? the age of
self-fulfillment? If so, how
can Queen Elizabeth II of
Great Britain fit into the picture?
As I read the article analyzing the Queen, I was delighted and impressed with
the fact that though we are
indeed in the age I have described above, and though
the Queen is the exact opposite of those things, it is
precisely for that reason that
to her subjects she is an incredibly admired—almost
revered—symbol of what is
best and most lasting and
most noble. One doesn't
have to be one of her subjects to admire her and what
she stands for, however.
Any young person could
spend a profitable few minutes (or more) pondering her
life and goals and values.
"She was a shy, solemn
young woman when she
came to the throne after the
death of her father, King
George VI, 25 years ago,"
stated Newsweek. Painful as
it may be to admit it, I remember very well this glowing event; I even remember
a previous great occasion in
6 (758)
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long hours with such dedication without complaint. . . . I
felt the Christian attitudes of kindness and love people
were cultivating. . . . I personally tried to find out and
understand as much as I could about the Seventh-day
Adventists. In the process I learned to appreciate them
very much and was impressed with the Christian love
they showed the rest of us. I was impressed with their
emphasis on what I too believe to be basic in Christianity.
An elementary school teacher was impressed with the
dig's Adventist leaders: "I pray for more men who are
steeped in archeology yet glorify their Maker through it
all."
A minister found the summer important spiritually: "It

her life, when she married
Prince Philip, and the touching, precise diction she used
in stating clearly, "I, Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, take
thee, Philip . . ." (This ceremony was broadcast on
American radio.) Elizabeth
II has seen monumental
changes in her empire and in
the world itself. She has
seen all the old concepts of
royalty and patriotism decline. She has raised four
children in a torn, uncertain
world. Through it all she has
been, and remains, the embodiment of all that is worth
keeping, in the minds of her
people.
"The Queen's role is
merely symbolic and ceremonial, but for 25 years the
grace and dignity with which
she performs her job have
given her subjects a sense of
unity, a link with their past
and a measure of hope for
the future. Says the Countess of Longford, a distinguished British historian,
`Whatever we've lost, we've
still got the Queen.' "
What, then, are the values
of Elizabeth II? First of all,
complete devotion to duty,
which in her case means the
"care" of the British Commonwealth. If anyone thinks
it is easy never to be able to
really relax, always to be
expected to attend state
functions, to conduct oneself with utter graciousness
no matter how boring the
occasion, to listen, listen,

listen endlessly, he shows
that he does not really understand what is involved.
"She long ago learned that
the demands of the monarchy always take precedence over the personal
feelings of the monarch."
Being born into a royal family does not guarantee this
viewpoint. The late Duke of
Windsor provides a notable
example.
In her person, the Queen
portrays modesty and conservatism. Personally, I am
always chagrined when
members of the American
press sneer at the Queen's
choice of attire, describing
her as "dowdy." What impertinence! The Queen
dresses in a way completely
acceptable to her subjects,
and acceptable to her own
high moral standards. She is
not auditioning for the role
of a rock star or TV personality. She is—the Queen.
The solidarity of family
life is precious to this monarch. She and Prince Philip
have remained married for
nearly 30 years. Undoubtedly they've had their disagreements and their times of
tension, but they're still together, and that's more than
can be said for many of her
detractors. In rearing her
children, the Queen has allowed them latitude compatible with their station in life
and with the trend of the
times, but she has not encouraged them in irresponsible behavior.
Religion has always been
a firm commitment in Elizabeth II's life. It is surely

logical to assume that in
times of national and family
crisis she has found solace in
turning to God.
This year of the Silver Jubilee celebrating the
Queen's reign is a highly
significant one for the British Commonwealth. The
Queen herself makes it what
it is. As I watched some of
the ceremonies that were
broadcast via satellite from
London—particularly the
thanksgiving service in St.
Paul's Cathedral—I was
enthralled. The golden
coach, the beautiful robes,
the "pomp and circumstance"—it was beautiful.
This is no empty show. This
is an outpouring of love and
admiration for one who deserves these emotions.
Queen Elizabeth's graceful speech on that occasion
could be read with profit
again and again. "My Lord
Mayor, when I was 21, I
pledged my life to the service of our people and I asked
for God's help to make good
that vow," she stated.
"Although that vow was
made in 'my salad days,
when I was green in judgment,' I do not regret or retract one word of it."
If you and I, as members
of God's chosen people, can
stand by our vows and convictions and values as
staunchly as Queen Elizabeth II has done, we can
look forward to a beautiful
celebration in the future in a
new world, which will make
all earthly celebrations pale
into insignificance.
God save the Queen.

has been, without close rival, the richest summer of my
life. This is true personally, in terms of a religious
experience, as well as in more general human learning
experience terms."
A new Christian felt Heshbon taught balance. "My
initial interest in archeology came through a wild, undisciplined attack on the Bible, when I was a sailor and the
chess champion of the Mediterranean fleet. Eventually
this interest led me to Heshbon. If I am pressed, at this
point, to say what one thing do I value higher than all of
the experiences with which this summer at Heshbon
provided me, it would be this: there is a balance in life.
Not a static, stagnant system of equilibrium, but a dynamic, living agreement between things for the man of
faith. Faith places a person on the bow of the ship—in
immediate touch with the 'now' of things, facing life.
Reason, however good and God-given, places one
astern—reflective, on things past or passing. I found the
key this summer. . . .
"When you believe something—beliefs depending, as
they do, on fact—you must do so with the reservation
that upon further knowledge [of the facts] your beliefs
may change. This is just as true when one is digging as it
is when he is living. Faith keeps you in touch with your
experience; faith provides you with the opportunity to
gain 'further knowledge'—knowledge of 'things unseen'
by the rational eye, the prejudiced eye. Faith doesn't try
to prove things. It sees what is . . . in digging and in life. I
will add that a continuing friendship [with Adventists]
has evolved from what was begun in Heshbon."
A graduate student testified: "Having just graduated
from a state school where, in order to survive, one
fended strictly for one's self and was taught that to help
others merely decreases their self-reliance, I was very
taken aback at first by the overt offers of help and just
plain niceness of the [Heshbon] group. I have had an
off-and-on relationship with God for the past eight years
or so. The happiest times had previously been in my high
school youth-fellowship group. I became interested in
the ministry at that time.
"More recently, in college, I had tried to meet God on
my own, and at the conclusion of a severe mental crisis in
which I finally let all my tangled thoughts go to God's ear,
I had vowed to go to seminary to learn more about God
and Christianity if only to show my appreciation for not
having gone down the drain. However, I mistrusted my
calling, and did in fact doubt the validity of a Christian
community and the right of anyone to put forth Christ as
someone else's Saviour. I found my answers in the
Heshbon community. . . . I had been trying to find Christ
all by myself in an egotistical and self-reliant manner. It
hadn't been lasting. [But] a Christian community is
always there to nurture you even when you're not feeling
particularly responsive. . . . [And] most important,
Heshbon . . . has removed some of the dimness of [life].
It is no longer a comfortable world, but thanks to the
Heshbon staff . . . I now know where comfort is to be
found."
And so, as Andrews University comes to the conclusion of its field work at Heshbon, it is certainly our
prayer that the entire series of excavations will go down
not only as significant for history, but also for eternity.
❑
Concluded

For theYounger Set

Eric's Record
Did everyone at the party
get a car?"
"Uh, no." Eric hesitated.
"Oh? Well, you and
OH BOY, a race car! Eric
thought happily as he Roger have been friends for
slipped the car into his a long time. I guess he
wanted you to have a gift,
pocket.
Later, when Eric got too."
home from the party,
"Oh, he didn't give it to
mother asked, "How was me. I just borrowed it."
"Borrowed it? Does
the birthday party? Did
Roger get some nice gifts?" Roger know that?"
"No, but he wouldn't
"Uh-huh. When's supper,
Mom? I'm hungry."
care."
"Hungry?" Mother
"Well, Eric, let's look at it
laughed. "I'd think you'd be this way. If you had a new
too full of cake and ice birthday toy, would you
want Roger to borrow it becream to eat yet."
fore you had a chance to
"Yeah! Guess I am."
"Eric? Are you all right?" play with it?"
"No, I guess not," Eric
"Sure, Mom, I'm fine.
Guess I'll go to my room for mumbled. "I'll take it back
and slip it in among his gifts
a while."
Eric pulled the car out of and he won't ever need to
his pocket and set it on the know."
"That's true," mother
floor. Kneeling beside it, he
pretended to be in a race. agreed, "but you will know,
"V-room, v-room, v-room," and Jesus . . ."
"Jesus will know, too!
Eric growled as it skidded
across the bare floor. Hitting Oh, Mom! This will go down
the edge of the rug, the car on my record in heaven,
turned and headed right won't it?"
"Yes, Eric. It will."
back to him, "Hey! How
"Oh, wow! Now what? I
about that?" he chuckled to
guess I'll just go tell Roger
himself.
So engrossed was he in his what I did."
play, he didn't see mother
Returning from his unstanding in the doorway, happy mission, Eric dashed
until she spoke. "How nice! into the house all smiles.
"Mom, you won't believe
this. Remember the other
day when I asked Roger to
go to Sabbath school with
me? He said he had seen me
put the car in my pocket
when I left earlier, but didn't
want to say anything. Well,
telling my best friend I had
stolen his car made him decide he wants to be like
me—loyal and honest. He
wants to go to Sabbath
school with me. But, Mom,
I'm not loyal and honest."
"You were loyal to your
friend Eric by returning his
car and honest by telling the
truth about it."
"But my record in heaven
shows I stole his car."
"Yes, but remember that
Jesus will forgive you."
"Well, I may not always
have good deeds on my record, but I do know that
stealing won't ever be there
again!"
By DOROTHY SIMMS
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